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Legislnture hnd organized and were ready to receive any com· 
munication he might have to make. 

The SpeaKer appointed Messrs. Lewis, Bryan and Hardaman 
of Nacogdoches, to compose said committee, who retired, nncl 
after a short absence returned and reported duty performed, and 
that His El!cellency, the Governor, returned for answer, that he 
would send in a communication in writing to both Houses of 
the Legislature at 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

On motion of l\lr. Sterne, the resolurion of the extra session of 
the Legislature, subscriuing for five copies of the uewspapers 
printed in the City of Austin, for the use of the House, was re­
scinded. 

l\Jr. Sterne offered the following resolution: 
''Resolved, That the committee on printing be iastrueted lo 

contract with one of the Printing establishments in this City, for 
one copy of their paper for each member of this Honse: as often 
as the same ma~· be issued; provided, that said pnper contains 
:he journals of the llon!>e; und that the same be paid tor out of 
tile contingent fund of this Honse." 

Mr. <Jlcmonts moved to strike out re one," and insert "ten.'' 
J\Ir. Tarrant moved to amend further, by inserting "provided 

lhnt said papers be paid for by each member out of his private 
fumJ.11 

' 

Which was accepted hy Mr. Clements. 
The question bcin~ then tnken upon the adoption of the 

amendment as amended, il was rPjecLed. 
'l'he ciuestion then recurring- tl pan the adoption of the original 

resolution, wos pnt and carried. 
On motion ol l\lr. Jlardemnn of Nacogdoches, the Bouse ad. 

jonrncd until half-past 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

At:sTx;.;, Nov. 19, 1830. 

House met pursuant to adjournment-roll called-quorum 
present. 

Absentees: l\lessrs. Bee, Crnmp, Franklin, Gillet, Hendricks, 
Holland, Lewis, Shea, Shepard, Stewart, T.irrant, Williams and 
\\"infield . 

.Journal of yesterday read. 
1\lr. Stopp moved to amend the journal by :striking out in first 
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-1iue all nfler the word'' pursuant," to the word "proclamation," 
anct'add the words" to the," in some line. 

Upon which, the yeas and nnys \Vere called, nnd stood il6 fol­
lows: 

Yeas-l\fessrs. Brynn, Clements, Fields, Lott, McKinne~·, 
Owen, Reydolds, Rvnnels, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Tnylor ot 
Harrison, and Wigfall-13. 

Nays-Messrs. Speaker, Boout, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of 'l'rnvi!I, Hen­
dricks, Johnson,Jowi,rs, Lloyd, Patrick, Polk, Rus!'ell. Scott, Sel­
man, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Speights, Taylor of Cn~, 
and Wren-23. 

So the motion to amend was lost. 
The question then recurring upon the adoption of the journal. 

was put and carried. 
Mr. Wren submiltetl the pet1tion of the heirs of Samuel P. 

Sheffield, praying for a grant of land ; referred 10 the commllttt! 
on Private Lund Claims. 

l\Jr. l\lcKinney submitted the petition of Luke A. F'ulvel, prAy· 
ing for a grnut of land; ro'ferred to the commillee on Private 
Lnnd Clnims. 

Mr. Sterne submiued the petition of sundry citizens of Ander· 
son county, praying for an alterntion fi n the law relating to the 
disposition of school lands, (so far ns relates to Anderson 
connty,) which was referred to tho committee on Educntton. 

l\Ir. Patrick presented the petition of sur.dry citizens of Grimes, 
Walker and Leon counties, prnying for the creation of n 11e1V 
county; aud tho petition of sundry citizens of the same countie~, 
remonstrating against the creation of nny new county or change 
of boundary ; referred to committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries. 

l\tr. Patrick submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Leon 
county, praying for a change of tho boundary line of Anderson 
county ; referred to the committee on Counties and Co1111ty 
Boundaries. 
. .Mr. Pat.rick submitted the petition of Stokely D. Sl10ate, pray­
ing for rel~f; referred to the committee on Pri\·ntc Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran S';Ibmitted the petition of sundry citizens of lJen­
ton county, prnytn~ the passage of n law better definin, the 
houn<!ary lines of the countr of De111on: referred to the com­
mittee on Cotlnties and County Boundaries. 

A message was receive~ from His Excellency, the Governor of 
the State, through his Pnvate Secretary Mr. Haarison transmit-
tin~ a communication .in writing. ' 

1 
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Mr. McKinney offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Judiciary r.ommittee be requested to re­
port a bill regulating the election of Judge& of the Su[lreme 
Gou rt, nt their earliest convenience." 

Mr. Russell moved that a committee be appointed to in Tile the 
honorable Senate into the House of Representatives at half-past 
10 o'clock to-day, to hear the reading of the messnge of His Ex­
cellency, the Governor, just transmitted to this House; carried. 

The Speaker appointed l\fessrs. Russell, Sterne and Patrick to 
compose said committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate, had elected to fill vacancies which had occurred 1 
Mr. James F. Johnson Assistant Secretary of the Senate, and Mr. 
Joseph Mangum Doorkeeper. 

l\tr. Fields introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

c: Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct­
ed lo enqui1e into the expediency of proposing to the people such 
an amendment to the Constitution 11S will give the district courts 
appellate jurisdiction over causes tried by Justices of the Pence, 
and report thereon ns early ns practicable. 

Mr. Piclds moved that llr. Wigfall be added to the committee11 
on the JuJiciary, State Affairs and Apportionment. 

On motion of l\Jr. Lott, Mr. Taylor of Hamson, was added to 
the committees on Public Debt nnd Apponionment. 

On motion of l\lr. Williams, M:r. Hendricks was added to the 
committees on Public Debt, Public Printing and Privileges and 
Elections. 

On motion of l\Ir. Burney, Mr. Patrick was added to the com­
mittees on Claims and Accounts, Public Lands and Apportion­
ment. 

On motion of l\lr. SJnith of Ked River, Mr. Hendricks was 
added to the committee on tho Judiciary. 

On motion ot l\Ir. Brynn, the House took n recess of IO 
minutes. 

Recess expired-House called to order-roll cnlled-quorum 
present. 

Pursunnt to the invitntion of the House, the honornble Sennre 
llO\V appeared, hol\ded by their President, who wns invited to n 
~ent on the right of the Speaker, and Senators to seats prepared 
for them, when the roll of the l\vo Houses, wns respective! y 
called by the Secretary of the Senate nnd Chief Clerk of the 
House, and a quorum of each found to be present. 
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The Speaker then announced to the two Houses th~t h.e h~d 

received from His Excellency,the Governor, a communicnt1on Ill 
writinO' which His Excellency respectfully requested ;:,hould ~e 
read ta°the two Houses of the Legislature: whereupon the Ch_1ef 
Clerk proceeded to read said communication ns follows, to wit : 

To tlte Honorable, ilia 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,~ 
Austin, No,·ember 15, 1850. \ 

Senate and House of Representati'l1cs : 

GENTLRl\IEN: -An event which was no doubtan1idpate~ br 
vou at the time of you- recent ndjournment, and which hos since 
been officially communicated to me as the Exccuth·e ~f t!1e State, 
has rendered it necessary for me to assemble you ognm m extr:\­
ordinary session. And in greeting you once more as the repre­
sentatives of the people, I have mnch pleasure m congratulating 
you on the improved auspices under which \VO meet (or the tran. 
quility and pence of tbe Stnte1 and the amicable ndjustment of 
all m0tters of difference which were likely to nrise with the Fe­
deral Government in respect to our territorial limits. 

On the 27th of September Inst, I reteived by express from the 
Department of State at Washington City, a certified copy of two 
sections of an act passed by the Congriess of the United Stales, 
'' proposing to the Stale of '1'oxns the establishment of her north­
ern and western boundaries, aud the relinquishment by ?aid State 
of all territory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, and of 
all her claim upon the United States, and to establish a Territo­
rial Government for New JVfexico.n 

You wil_l perceive upon an exnm~nntion of the propositions, 
thus submitted, (a copy of which is herewith laid before you.) 
that their acceptance by the State can be manifested only by an 
net.of its Legislature; and to make the agreement c: binding anrl 
o_bhgatory upon the United States," it is necessary that your ac­
uon shall be consummated on or before the first day of Decem­
ber ne_xt. rrhe_importance, therefore, of assembling you in ex­
trao~dmary session at _as early a day as was practicable after the 
receipt of the authenticated copy of the two sections of the act 
?bove referred to, ~us so obvious to my mind that I did not hes­
ltate a moment !o issue my _proclamation convoking the Le~is­
lature on the tlmd Monday rn November: which proclamation 
together with the bill as transmitted to me by the Hon. Secretary 
or State, I caused at once to be conveyed to every portion of the 
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State, with the utmost despatch, by special messengers employe• 
for that purpose. 

'J'he short period intervenin~ liet\veen the time when these 
proposltions reached the Exeen t1 ve nnd that in which they were 
to be finally acted upon by the State Legislature, \lfonld have i11-
dueed me lo have chosen an earlier day for your meeting, had I 
believed it practicable to convey the information which the pro­
positions contained to the remote counties .if lhe State in time to 
have afforded our follow-citizens an opportunity for forming and 
expressing their opinicms on the important subjects to be present­
ed to you, and thus enable you, as their immediate rigents, to ex­
ecute their will in your legislative action upon these subjects.­
This, I trust, will satisfactorily explain to your Honorable body, 
and to our constituents, what may hnvo appeared to some (innt- , 
tentivc to, or not cog111za11t of, the tr11e altitude of the sub­
ject to which your deliberations arc now to be directed,) as an un­
necessary delay in the time appointed for your cssembling toge­
ther. 

It is true that there is nothing in the act of Congress embrn­
cing the propositions herein referred to which required that they 
should be submitted tot people at all, nnJ from the very limit-
ed period allowed for acceptance or rejection, such a refer-
ence does not seem to btien contemplated-the Lngislatnre 
alo11e being required to. upon them. This feature in the bill 
of Congress engaged lhe an~ious attention of the Execnti ve, and 
imposed a de!?;ree of responsibility, which \Vas cheerfully and 
promptly met, I trust, in n manner satisfactory to the cou1111·y. In 
a go\•rrnment and country like ours, where all political power 
emnnates directly from the people, and where their representri­
tives nnd aaents nre only employed for a limited period to carry 
out their will when fairly nnd clearly ascertained, I could not 
for a moment believe that a measure of such vnst importnnce in 
every poi11t of view as the dismemberment of their State and 
the disposition ot a large portion of it for purposes not embraced 
in the original orgnnizntion of their government, should be act­
ed t1pon without affo1ding to the people at large nn cipportunity 
for making known their opinions and expressing their wishes 
upon this measure. I therefore, simultaneously w-ith the procla­
mation convening the Legislatllre, issued another, emblllfiog 
therein, word for word and letter for letter, the authenticatM co­
py received from the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secmtary of State, ' 
and by which the Chief Justices of their respective counties 
throughout the Stale were directed to cause polls to be opened at 
the various precincts as early ns could be done after giving the 
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.1ecessary notices, and at which the citi~ns of the S~ale could 
!!xpress t heir sentiments as to the propriety of nccepung or re­
jecting the propositions submitted to the State, and make those 
sentiments known 1ts a guide for the action of their R.epresentn­
tati ves wbeo assembled in their l.egislative Halls. 

In adopting this course J am suslnined by the confidence t~:it 
the citizens o! our State will accord to me the justice of havtng 
respected one of the.greut and essential principles e.sserted in 
our Constitution, which declares that all polilicnl power is in­
hnent in the reople, and I trust thut there is no member in 
either branch of the Honorable Legislature who will suppose 
that 1 have had auy desire to control or trammel him ~the free 
exercise of his own judgment upon this grave and important 
subjiict. 

Regarding the net which you arc now called upon to perform 
•as one requiring the exercise of high sovereign powers-powers 
that are rarely delegated by the people, except to agents express­
ly chosen with reference to them, and believing it to be the de­
sire of every member of your honoroble body to cnrry out in tl10 
purity and spirit of our republican institutions aud form of gov­
ernment the wishes of those by whom they have been dclc~ated. 
I did not believe that I could render n more acceptallle ser-
vice than by adopting a prncucnl.Jle d the only practicable 
mode which the time permitted, o using those wishes to 
he made known to you bi:foro you should be culled on lo net 
finally on a question involving such high and vital interests to 
the State. 

To the Chief Justices of the different counties was confided 
the discretion of appotnting tlie day of receiving the votes upon 
the propositions submitted, and I was induced to adopt this ar­
rnng~ment from the very lim11ed ti~e (m.nch too limited) wh~ch 
the bill a llowed the State for co11s1derauon nnd action. h im­
posed a degree of responsibility that I was assured would be 
promptly met, and necessarily excited ViJ!ilance in the duty re­
quired, .ca\c11lated to e~icit a more ~eneral expression of the pop· 
ular voice. These officers were directed to mnke their returns of 
the vote~ ~nst at. the polls directly to the Legislature: through 
the presiding olhcer of ench respective brnncll and the Execu­
tive~ not theretore offic1nlly informed of the 'precise character 
of those returns. f'rom the unofficial returns however which 

• have been received, there remains but little do~bl that th~ people 
of the Stale who have rendered their votes hnve decided U\" a 
majority, for the ncceptaoc~ of the propositions made by' Con­
gress, much as they repudiate 21ome of the fefttnres regnrdin CT 

' l:I 
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them (as I l1ave no noubt they did) as a peace offering, whici. 
the State might receive without ony sacritice of principle or 
honor, and as a mea11s of restoring that harmony of feeling ond 
action which it is so desirable should exist between the Federal 
and State Governments. 

Entertaining then but little doubt from the favorable expres. 
siou of the Popular will that the propositions made by the Gene· 
ral Government will be accepted by your honorable body, l 
respectfully suggest in this anticipation, thnt immediately nftcr 
that matter shall bave been decided, some provision be mnde for 
the communication of the result to the proper t\Uthorities at 
Washington city, with as little de!'ay as practicable .• 

It mny be also necessary that th~ Legislature shouJd tnke into 
consideration other matters connected with this subject, and to 
adopt suitable action in reference to it.- The act of Congress 
submitting the propositions st:pulates that the United States will 
pay to •rexas ten millions of dollars in a stock benrmg five per cent 
interest, redeemalilein fourteen years, in considerntion of her relin­
quishment of territory, and ofall claim for liability of the debts of 
'l'exas, and for compensation or indemnity for such public reve-
nues and propertr as • transferred to tile United States nt 
the time of nnnexntio thal no more than fi\'e millions of 
the stock shall l>e is-;u ti! the creditors of the Stnte holdin!!' 
bonds, or othtir certilic. stock ol T exns, for which duties on 
imports were specially pledged, shnll first file at the Treasury of 
the United States releases of all claim a~ainst the Uoited States 
lor or on account of said l>onds or certificates." 

It is to be regretted thnt Con~ress wns not more specific in de· 
fining in this nrticle, the mode ofnscertniniug nnd making known 
nt the Federal Treasury the aml)nlll of debt for which this. fi\·e 
millions of stock are to be retoinc<l, or hnd not deemed the rel in­
quishment by the State of all liability on the part of the Lnitf'd 
States, ns n sufficient guarnntce; for it is ninnifost tlint the ofli. 
cers of the Trcnsur}' can never know except through the acts of 
1111~ properly ttnthorizcd otlicers of 'I'P.xas, what 1s the amount of 
''bonds or stock" no·.v dne from the Stnt<i, and "for which duties 
1111 imports were specially plcdi:red," and c~eqnently cun never 
l<now from uuy other source whc11 tl1e time w114 arrive for issuin~ 
the irtoclc on the ret11i11ed five millions. Every credjtorAthe 
~late embraced in this provision mi!!'ht file his relinqnish-t at 
the 1'reasury of the United State."1, and still the stock won Id not 
he is'!ucd, because under the law 110 mode ha'! been prescribed for 
tlie nscertainment and establ 1shment nt the 'l'rc11!;l1TY of the United 
Stntes thP. actual nmonnt of debt for which the retained five 
millions stock were pledged. 



12 

We ought not to presume, nor does the lnngnag~ of the net re· 
inire us to do so, that. th? General .G~~e.rnment rntend~d to l\S· 
sumc the righ~ of adjusting the Jiab1ht1es of Tcxos, incurred 
whilst she possessed a separate national charncter. nnd of settl!ng 
with her creditors upon the terms of snch nn ndJustment, with· 
ont reference to and respect for hr.r own acknowledgment of rite 
extent and validity of their claims. \\ e can only snppos~ thnt 
the provision to which I have ndvcrte~, was incorpo~nted Ill t~1c 
lnw as a security on the part of the U1111cd States ngam!'l all. _lrn· 
bili1y for the payment of such lcQ"nl nnd acknowled!l'cu clamlS 
azainst Texas as her transforrcd revenue was plcdzed to protect. 
'l'exas alone,. can determine what those claims nrc, :md 10 Te>.:ns 
only cnn they look now for rheir nclj11c:tme111. I wo11ld therefor~. 
recommc11d to the Honorable Lcgi•lttturc lhc pn •age '1f n law (1f 
the present existing lows 011 this subject arc 11ot<lce111<'d sntlicicnr) 
which will nuth'1fize and require the Auditor nnll Comptroller to 
make out a tnb11lnr statement of the amo11nt for the payment of 
which the Custom House re\•enne of the 111tr Hcpubltc wns pled1r­
ed, nnd for which th~ State is now justly nnd cqnitnbly indebted; 
I his statement lo be filed at the 'l'rousnry of the United S!ntes ns 
evidence; nnd the only ovitlcnco whi the Stnte cnn ndmit of 
her liabilities lo l"ttch creditors -nn lnring thisostatemonl: 
I can perceive no rc<\SOll why the rn r(o adopted for n cer-
taining the nclual value of the <leh 1e time it was crentcd, 
nnd of allowing interest thereon, should not be observed. 

It was the ri1isforlnne of 'l'<'xas when luboring- under n grcnt-
1 y depressed financial condition in herstrn!!~lc for 111d~pe11dcnc~! 
lo enter in!o contracts for different objects, supposed lo be benefi­
cial to her government, cmbracinz slipulntionsthercin, hv which 
\he Republic was obi ig-ated in the event of :t failure to comply with 
the contracts at mnturi:y, to issue to lhe contractors bo11ds don hie 
the amount called for 111 the oriainnl conlrnct ; some of thP.sc 
Contracts were not cancelled nt tlio time specified at~<l bone.ls of 
!he governmc~t (or double the.a.mount nctually c~pended, were 
lssued and dclt\'<'rcd to the parties concerned and th~ re\•cnue~ of 
the Republic pledged for their redemption. 'l'he§b bonds now 
con.stitute .n very material item of the public dcbr of Texns, for 
wh 1ch cert1 ficatcs of stock for the fi vc mtl I ions of doll a rs arc with-
hel featu1c in contracts such ns these, if made between 111-
<l1\' ls, would, under the laws of most civilized countries be 
void for usury. The cre'litor in some instances would lo!le not 
only the am.ount ~flhe nnln\vfnl exaction, lmt likewise his clcbt. 
1 do not desire or 111tcnd to sn)!g-cst the adoption of so slrin!'lent 1t 

rule ~o contracts 111ade by governments. The g-overnment ~l11mld 
ccrtnmly pay to its creditors the foll amon1£of the benefits re-
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ceived, nnd interest on the nmollnt from the time when it shoul• 
have been paid. 'rhis is all that onr creditors ought in justice 
to require, and it is all according to the highest standard of moral 
ethics that we are bouncl to accord to them. 

I would also recommend, that n law be pas~ed requiring all 
creditors holding claims against the late Republic ot Texas, ancl 
for which the revenues arising from impost duties were specially 
pledged, to file rdeases in favor of the United Slates, in respect 
to said claims with the Comptroller of the Stale within a speci­
fied time, and in default thereof, their clttims upon the United 
States for liability of said debts growing out of the transfer of 
the revenue under lhe articles of Annexation. shall be consider­
ed as waived. l\leasures of this sort, it occurs to me, are abso­
lutely necessary for a seltlement with the Treasury of the United 
States within any reasonable time of the amount which under 
the a.ct referred to is to be retained as a security against these 
claims. 

Io what manner the State shall disposA of the five millions of 
dollars, for which certificates of stock will be issued and placed at 
its control ns soon ns notice is given of the acceptance of the pro­
positions, presents a subject, it occurs lo me, of too much impor­
tance. to the future prosp_erity and advancement of the country, 
to be acted upon by the Honorable Legislutnre at its present st-s­
sion. 1l is one which will require much reflection and delibera­
tion, not only on the part of the Representatives of the people, 
bnt the people themselves whose interests are to be so materinlly 
affected, should have an opportunity of bestowmg upon it deep 
a11d matured thought, before n plan can be indicated which is 
most likely to secure Lo the State nil the practical advantages to 
be derived from the acceptance of the propositions uow before 
you. Up to the present period, the citizens of the country have 
had no means of forming or expressing their oninions in refer­
ence to it, and it occurs to me, that their Repr~sentatives who 
were not chosen with any viow lo act upon a question of so much 
!mportance, and who h~ve !~ad.but little oppor.tnnity of acquir­
rna a knowledge of their will m reg'l.rd to Jt, will not be disposed 
to 

0

precipitate measures which might not meet the approbation of 
their constituents, aud the delay of which can result in no injury 
to the State. 

'fhere is to be superadded to this, the consideration that the 
agitation of this subject at your present session will, from the 
great diversity of opinions no doubt existing in reference to it 
elicit Ion~ and labored discussions, protracting tbe session and 
11eccssarily creating a heavy dmft 011 the Tronsnry already in a 



flJiblc aod uhausted state. Though secon~ary in impo~taucc, 
this objection is not without its force 1md vahdtty, for t~e ~1sturh· 
inu incidents of the last year have made our State prohfic m Lre· 
ist:iive bodies causing a heavy drain upon the Treasury; and 1t 
now becomes ~n important desideratum in our political economy 
to restrict the action of the ooe in order to curtail the exhaLisung 
drafts upon the other; besides the progressive and heAlthful co!l· 

• dition of affairs of the State generally affords ample and saus­
factory evidence that its prosperity is not likely to be mnterinlly 
retarded for want of legislative action. 

By holding on to the stock for the present, the inte~Cl!t nc~ru­
in(J' from it would be more than sufficient to meet the 11mned1ate 
and pressing demands upon the Government and the memben of 
another Legislature would assemble better prepared ofter the sub­
ject has been discussed throughout the country lo rMke such ul· 
timate disposition of the amount referred to, as would be most 
conducive to the public weal. 

I have therefore no recolllmendation to make to your honora· 
ble body other than that the disposition of the funds bo post­
poned for the action of a future Legislntnre. 

In adopting these su~gostions, my mind has been directed chief~ 
ly to measnres promotive o( the genernl good, without for a mo· 
ment losing sight of the wishes aod .fnterest of our creditors. 
In disposing of the five millions of stock, the delay which 1 have 
proposed is not with a view to disparoge any jnst or equitable 
claim. An honest payment of the pubhc debt nnd a rigid pre· 
servation of the public faith embraces in my humble ju<lgment 
a principle too sncred ever lo be disregarded, ::ertninly ever to be 
abandoned, by those it1trusted with the faith, integrity nnd stabili· 
ty of onr Stato government: but individual inlerest must, under 
the circumstances, yield to the public weal. An important por­
tion of the public debt yet remains to be nscertnined, and by ex. 
isti~g la~s th~ creditors ar~ allowed until Scplember next to file 
thetr clatf?S w1~h. the Auditor ~nd Comptroller for adjustment. 
These clmms, (1f 1mmed1nte nct1on be tnktm,)the Legislature can­
not~ properly prep_nred for; w_hen by the delay proposed until the 
meetmg of the Legislature at its regular ~ion, the entire public 
debt will have been ascertained, and legislative action can then 
be based upon a thorough knowle~~e of the subject. 

Within the last year, gentlemen, you l1ave been thrice assem­
bled, and upwards _of four n~onths within that period have been 
employe~ by you .m leg1slnt1ve nction, subjecting you to much 
persona~ mcon~emence and trol'ble, and the State to an expendi­
ture wh1ch she 1s bad I y prepared to meet, and you will I am sure 

. ' ' 
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pardon me for suggesting that neither the pnblic interest demand! 
nor will the constitution nor the general sentiment of the coun ­
try sanction that your labors at the sent of govern met be prolonged 
at this time beyond a verv reasonable period after you shall have 
completed the work for which you have been specially assem­
ed ; and in this view the Execnti ve does not desire to engage the 
attention of your Honorable Body with any subject disconnect­
ed with the grave and important question upon which you are 
now called to act. 

I invoke for yon r Honerable Hod yin conducting the public coun­
cils, a spirit of kindness, courtesy, and conciliation, commensu­
rate with your high position and the Eacred trust confided to you ; 
and l sincerely hope that the result of your labors may by the 
decision of after times prove to have been for the happiness and 
prosperity of our State, and that you may return to the bosom of 
your constituents with the inward approbation df having foithfnl­
iv discharged yonr duties to the State, nod receive from them the 
liiahest tribute awarded to public servants,-tbe warm $!'reetings 
and plaudits of their fellow-citizene. P. II. BELL. 

'l'he re:u.ling of the communication having been concluded, 
the honorable Senate returned to their chamber. 

Mr. Williams introduced the following resolution, wh.ich was 
adopted : 

R esolved, That so rpuch of the Governor's message ns refers 
to the proposition made by the United States, for the purchase of 
a part of onr Northwestern territory, be referred to a select com- _ 
mittee, with instrnctions to report at as early a day as may be 
practicable, nnd that the Senate be reqne!lted to appoint a similar 
committee to act itt conjunction with the same. 

The Speaker appointed on the part of the Honse, Messrs. Wil­
liams, Runnels, McKinney, Stapp, Stewart and Polk to compose 
said committee. 

Mr. Runnels introduced the following resolution: 
R esolved, .. That the House of Representatives will entertain 

no other bnsiness'during !ts present extra session, thau that spe­
cially recommended by His Exr.ellency the Governor, or subjects 
directly connected therewith, without the consent of four-fifths 
of the members thereof. 

The rules of the House requiring that the resolution should 
lie on the table one dny for consideration, Mr. Dickson moved 
a suspension of the mle. 

Upon which the yeas and nnys were called, and stood as 
follows: 



Yeas-Messrs. Speaker, Chnrlton, Dickson, Hardeman of \a· 
coo-doches, H 'lrdemnn of Travis, Johnson, Joweri:, .McKinney, 
O;ea, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Sclmn!1, Shn,~, ~muh of 
Shelby, Speights, Sterne, Stewnrt, 'l'aylor of Uass, W1l11ams anu 
Wren-22. 
Nays-~Icssrs. Bogart: Brynn, Burney, Clcmcn~s, Cochran, 

Crump, Fields, Hendrick~, Lewis, Ll~yd, Lott, P.ltrtck, Russell, 
Shea, Stapp, 'l'nrrnnt, Taylor of Ilnmson, and Wagfall-18. 

So the motion to suspend the rule wns Inst. 
Mr. Taylor of Cnss moved that the committee on Public Print­

inu be instructed to contract for the printing of 2,000 copies oi 
th~ Governor's messn~e in tho English, and 500 copies in the 
Sp.inish language ; lost. 

Mr. Runnels moved that the committee bo authorized to con­
tract for 1,000 eopid in the English, 300 in the Spanish auu 
200 in the German lnngnnges; which motion wns adopted. 

Mr. Wren offered the followirrg resolution, wbich1 on motion 
of l\lr. Dickson, was lnid on the,, tnble for the present : 

Resolved by the Ilousc nf • llcprcseutati.ve.•, t/1e Sctiale ""''. 
c11rri11 rr, 'l'hnt the two Houses writ meet in joint session iu the 
Ilnll of the House of Reptesentntives on Wednesdny the 201h 
inst., nt 11 o'clock .\ . l\J., for the purpose of counting the votes 
on the acceptnnce nnd rejection of the proposition made by the 
General Government of the United Stntes to the Stntc of 'l'exas, 
for the pnrcho.se of a portion of the North.western territdry of this 
Stnte. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the Chief Clerk wn'I directed to fttr. 
nish Mr. Russell with o. copy of the Governor's me..c:sn1?e to be 
trnnsmitted to Mr. Mnrlell, for trnnslo.tion into the Ger~o tan­
gunge. 

On motion of Mr. Br}•an, thnt portion of the Governor's mes­
sage not alrcndy referred to d10 Se!E:ctcommittee, was referred to 
the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of 'l'ravis1 the House adjourned 
.until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

3 o'cLOCK, l'. lU • 
•• 

Bouse met pursuant to adjournment-roll called-quorum 
present. 

Mr. Rus~ell, by leave, intr?duccd a bill to incorporate Fayette 
Academy, an the county of F nyette; rend first time . 

. Mr. Ru~sell moved to suspend the rule, in order to place the 
ball upon its s~cond reading. 
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)Ir. Scott moved to lay the bill upon the tnble until the •ltll 
<lay of July next. 

Upon which motion the yens and nays were called, and stoou 
as follows : 

Yeas-Messrs. Speaker, ChnrltoQ, Dickson, Ilartfoman of '.'\n­
cogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland. Johnson, Jowers, Polk: 
Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Speights, Stewart, Tay-. 
lor of Cass, nnd W1lliams-lS. 

l\"ay~ -~lessrs. Bogart, Bn•an, Durney, Clements, Cochran, 
Hendricks: Lloyd, Lott, l\lcKinncy, Owen, Patrick, Russell, 
Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelbv, Stapp, Tarrant, 
Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and Wrcn-20. • 

So the llou~e refused to postpone the bill. 
The question then recurring npon the motion of .Mr. Russell 

to suspend the rn le, was put and lost. 
l\lr. Taylor of Cass moved to take up from the unfinished busi­

ness of l11e Inst extra session of the Legislntnrc. a bill to be en­
titled an act to amend an act to organiic the Supreme Court o( 
the State of 'l'exas. • 

'l'he Speaker decided the motion out of order. 
Mr. Taylor of Cass then appeulcd from the decision of the 

chair. 
Upon which appcnl the yeas o.nd nays were called; and 

stood as follows : 
Yeas-Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Bnrney, Clements, Cochrnn, 

Dickson, Hardeman of 'l'ravis, Holland, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney: 
O\vcn, Polk, Runnel!;: Selman, Shepnrd, Smith of Red Rh·cr, 
Speights, Stapp, Stewart, 'l'nylor ot Harrison, Wigfall and Wi!­
lrnms-23. ' 

t'inys-Messrs. Charlton, Unrdcman of Nacogdoches, Hen­
drick:;;, Johnson, Jowers, Patrick1 Russell, Scott, Shnw. Shea1 
Smith of Shelby, '!'arrant, Taylor ofC11ss nnu Wrcn-U. 

So the House sustained the decision of the chair. 
l\Ir. Shepard presented the credentials of the Hon. Zimri 

Hunt: member e!ect from tho counties of Austin and Colorado, 
to fill the vncnncy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. 
Wm. E. Crump, who came forward, took the requisite oath of 
office and his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the Honse n<ljourned until frnlf­
pnst ~o'clock to.morrow morning. 

n2 


